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Agreement Between 
Texas Animal Health Commission 

And 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

And 
Texas FFA 

 
This Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into as of the date of last signature below (the 
“Effective Date”) by and between the Texas Animal Health Commission (“TAHC”), the Texas FFA, 
and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service (“AgriLife”), a member of The Texas A&M University 
System and an agency of the State of Texas.  AgriLife and Texas FFA jointly administer the Texas 4-
H/FFA Livestock Validation Program (the “Program”).  Each of TAHC, Texas FFA, and AgriLife are 
sometimes referred to as a “Party” or collectively as the “Parties”. 
 

I. PURPOSE: 
 
In accordance with 9 CFR Part 71.19 (swine); 9 CFR Parts 79.2(i) and (j) (sheep and goats); 
and 9 CFR Parts 86.4(c) and (d) (cattle), which regulates the addition, removal, and 
replacement of official identification devices, the purpose of this Agreement is to set forth 
the terms and conditions under which the Program is authorized to either: 
 
1) apply an additional official identification device in the form of the state validation tag to 

a livestock exhibition animal that is already officially identified with an official 
identification device, and/or 
 

2) remove official identification device(s) from livestock exhibition animals and replace 
them with state validation tags during the validation process.   

 
Official identification devices are intended to provide permanent identification of livestock 
and to ensure the ability to trace the source of animal disease outbreaks.  Removal of these 
devices is prohibited except at the time of slaughter, at any other location upon the death of 
the animal, or as otherwise approved by the State or Tribal animal health official or an 
United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, 
Veterinary Services (USDA-APHIS-VS) area veterinarian in charge when a device needs to 
be replaced.    

 
II. TERMS: 

 
1) Authorization for Applying More Than One Official Identification Device 
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TAHC grants the Program permission to apply an additional official identification device 
in the form of a state validation tag to livestock exhibition animals participating in the 
state validation process. 
 
 

2) Authorization for Official Identification Device Removal 
TAHC grants the Program permission to remove official identification devices from 
livestock exhibition animals participating in the state validation process and replace them 
with a state validation tag. 
 

3) Device Replacement 
The Program agrees to replace any lost or removed official identification devices 
immediately with a validation tag. 
 

4) Compliance with Regulations 
All validation tags must be USDA APHIS-approved official identification devices to 
ensure compliance with federal and state regulations.  
 

III. RECORD KEEPING: 
 
1) Record Documentation 

The Program agrees to maintain detailed records for all official identification device 
additions, removals, and replacements, and must include the following information: 

• The date on which the device was applied, removed, or replaced; 
• Livestock owner’s contact information and the location where the animal 

resides; 
• Contact information for the location where the additional device was applied or 

an official device was removed and/or replaced, including the name. phone 
number, and email address of the responsible AgriLife extension 
agent/agriculture science teacher or county livestock validation chairperson ; 

• The official identification number(s) of any official identification device(s) on 
the animal and any additional, removed, or replaced device; 

• The type of device(s) added, removed, or replaced (e.g. metal/NUES tag, RFID 
tag); 

• The reason for the addition, removal, or replacement of the device(s); 
• The official identification number of the replacement device/validation tag. 

 
2) Record Retention 

The Program shall keep all records related to the addition, removal, and replacement of 
official identification devices for a period of five (5) years from the date of each device 
addition/removal/replacement.  These records shall be made available to TAHC upon 
request. 

 
IV. DURATION 

 
1) Effective Date and Termination 

Docusign Envelope ID: B324ED72-8D07-4940-B24B-32332F8902FC



 Coleman H. Locke, Chairman 
Lewis R. “Bud” Dinges, DVM, Executive Director 

 

M2503700 

This Agreement is effective as of the Effective Date and will remain in effect until 
terminated by any Party in accordance with the termination provisions outlined in this 
Agreement. 
 
 
 

2) Termination by Written Notice 
Any Party may terminate this Agreement by providing written notice to the other Parties 
effective thirty (30) calendar days after receipt of notice. 
 

V. COMMENCEMENT/AUTHORIZING SIGNATURES 
By signing below, the Parties agree to the terms and conditions of the Agreement, effective 
as of the Effective Date. 

 
 
 
Texas Animal Health Commission 
 
 
 
By: ________________________________     Date: _______________________ 
       Dr. Lewis “Bud” Dinges 
       TAHC Executive Director 
 
 
 
Texas FFA 
 
 
 
By: ________________________________     Date: _______________________ 
       Jennifer Jackson 
       Texas FFA Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
 
 
 
By: ________________________________     Date: _______________________ 
       Donna D. Alexander 
       Associate Director, Agency and CFO 
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